
Town of New London 

Public Works Department  

To: Board of Selectmen  

From: Sam Clarke, Public Works Director  

Date: June 19, 2026  

Re: Traffic Calming and Pedestrian Safety Improvements – Birch Acres Road / Job 
Seamans Acres Road Intersection 

The Town recently received a letter from residents expressing concerns regarding vehicle 
speeds and pedestrian safety in the area of the Birch Acres Road and Job Seamans Acres 
Road intersection. In response, Public Works has reviewed the location and identified several 
measures that can be implemented to improve visibility, increase driver awareness, and 
enhance pedestrian safety.  

 My recommendations are as follows:  

1. Vegetation and Brush Removal – Cut back brush and vegetation in the vicinity of the 
intersection to improve sight distance for both motorists and pedestrians.  

2. Additional Seasonal Pedestrian Crossing Signage – Install an additional seasonal 
pedestrian crossing sign within the roadway, increasing the total number of roadway-
mounted pedestrian crossing signs from one to two. This will provide enhanced visibility 
and advance warning to approaching motorists.  

3. Solar-Powered Flashing Pedestrian Signs – Consider installing solar-powered 
flashing pedestrian crossing signs similar to those currently in use on Bunker Road and 
at the Slope and Shore pedestrian crossing. These signs have proven effective at 
drawing attention to pedestrian activity and encouraging motorists to reduce speed and 
yield appropriately. The estimated cost is approximately $2,000 per sign. Funding for 
these signs was not included in the current fiscal year budget and would require 
identification of an appropriate funding source.  

In addition to the measures outlined above, the existing crosswalk will be repainted in the 
coming weeks as part of our seasonal pavement marking program.  

 At this time, I do not recommend the installation of speed bumps or speed humps. While they 
can be effective in certain situations, they involve a significantly higher installation cost and must 
be removed seasonally to accommodate winter maintenance operations, resulting in ongoing 
annual expenses.  
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 I believe that the combination of improved sight lines, enhanced pedestrian signage, and 
refreshed pavement markings will substantially increase safety at this intersection and improve 
awareness for both motorists and pedestrians.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sam Clarke  
Public Works Director  
Town of New London  

 


