Notes from the Citizens Advisory Committee
August 7, 2021

This first in person meeting was held at Whipple Hall and attendance was low; less
than 10 members were present. Our guest was Crystal Schimpf, our new Library
Director.

Ms. Schimpf began her new position on June 2, 2021. She came to New London from
a consulting position with the state library in Denver, Colorado. She has family in
New Hampshire and she expressed great enthusiasm for the beauty of New
Hampshire overall, and New London in particular. She offered praise for the
excellent job carried out by the Library Board of Trustees and the staff during the
pandemic.

Ms. Schimpf described how the work on the library was proceeding. A dedicated
water main with specific pressure requirements was brought in for the sprinkler
system, and that is why the driveway was torn up. The sprinkler system is being
installed at this time. The hope is that the Tracy Memorial Library will be open for
normal business by mid-September, barring any unforeseen events.

Members of the group shared their favorite pages on the library web site—“The
Book Page” which previews new acquisitions and the list of prize-winning books on
the Reader Page. Some CAC members praised the movie streaming links, Hoopla,
Ancestry and audio links. In the beginning of 2022, Ms. Schimpf plans to develop a
professional questionnaire to gain information from the public regarding the
library. One individual encouraged the Library Director to send out the
questionnaire to all library subscribers rather than just those who request it. Ms.
Schimpf stated that she did not want to flood emails, but would consider this input.

For the last few minutes of the meeting, Maureen Prohl updated the group on
composting in New London and the area around us. This year, Howard Hoke offered
free publication in the Kearsarge Shopper of what can and cannot be recycled. He
also putin an ad for the Composting Workshop., which was offered by the New
London DPW and the UVLSRPC. The Composting Association of Vermont was
awarded a grant to provide assistance in composting to our community; more about
this USDA grant will become available in the fall. It is hoped that New London
residents will be part of a pilot composting project in the upcoming months. The last
bit of news is that Governor Sununu did sign a bill sponsored by Karen Ebel to
upgrade solid waste management practices and regulations, including composting.

The group offered a number of topics/guests for consideration at future CAC
meetings, besides the NLPD and Housing Commission. These included: New London
Hospital Ambulance Services, update from the NLOC &Recreation Department,
process of property assessments, and October Town Hall Meetings to receive public
input on establishing town priorities in spending for large projects.

** The next meeting is Saturday, October 2, at 7:30 AM



