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Town of New London 

Ten-Year Sidewalk Preservation and 
Improvement Plan 

Fiscal Years 2028–2037 

Purpose 

The purpose of this Plan is to provide a long-range strategy for preserving, rehabilitating, and expanding the 
Town of New London's sidewalk network through the Capital Improvement Program. Developed as a 
collaborative effort between the Planning Department and the Department of Public Works, this document 
serves as a supplementary component of the CIP while remaining more fluid and adaptable than the annual 
Capital Improvement Program itself, which is formally adopted by the Planning Board once per year. By 
identifying projects over a ten-year planning horizon, the Town can better coordinate infrastructure 
investments, pursue grant opportunities, and systematically improve pedestrian safety, accessibility, and 
connectivity throughout the community while supporting implementation of ADA improvements throughout 
the sidewalk network. 

Preamble 

The 2021 New London Master Plan identified pedestrian and bicycle mobility as a community priority and 
recommended that the Town "encourage the continued maintenance of bicycle and pedestrian amenities 
while exploring additional improvements where appropriate." This Ten-Year Sidewalk Preservation and 
Improvement Plan is intended to implement that recommendation by establishing a prioritized program of 
sidewalk preservation, rehabilitation, maintenance, engineering, and expansion projects that can be 
incorporated into the Town's Capital Improvement Program and annual budgeting process. 

This Plan establishes a phased approach to preserving, rehabilitating, and expanding the Town's sidewalk 
network. Early projects focus on rehabilitating aging sidewalk infrastructure within the Main Street corridor, 
followed by system-wide maintenance and strategic expansion into underserved areas. 

An important objective of every project identified in this Plan is to evaluate and, where feasible, correct 
existing accessibility deficiencies within the project limits. Improvements may include replacement of non-
compliant curb ramps, installation of detectable warning surfaces, sidewalk grade and cross-slope 
corrections, removal of vertical discontinuities, widening of constrained sidewalk segments where practical, 
and other improvements necessary to enhance accessibility for all users. As opportunities arise through 
reconstruction, resurfacing, and maintenance activities, the Town will strive to incorporate improvements that 
further the goals of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Individual projects remain subject to annual Capital Improvement Program recommendations, engineering, 
available funding, permitting, and appropriation by Town Meeting. The timing, scope, and sequencing of 
individual improvements may be adjusted as conditions warrant; however, this Plan serves as the Town's long-
range policy framework for preserving and improving pedestrian infrastructure while advancing accessibility 
throughout the community. 
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Fiscal Year 2028 

Main Street – Cougar Court to Seamans Road 

 

Project Description 

Reconstruct the existing Main Street sidewalk from Cougar Court to Seamans Road, improving safety, 
accessibility, and overall pedestrian conditions throughout the Town's core sidewalk network. The project will 
also incorporate targeted intersection, crossing, and accessibility improvements along the corridor. The 
objective is to complete reconstruction of the Main Street sidewalks prior to the State's planned repaving of 
Main Street, allowing the Town to coordinate improvements and minimize future impacts to the newly paved 
roadway. 

Project Benefits 

• Rehabilitates and preserves aging sidewalk infrastructure 

• Improves pedestrian safety and ADA accessibility 

• Provides intersection and pedestrian crossing improvements 

• Improves and adds on-street accessible parking 

• Provides improved pedestrian refuge at crossings 

• Improves connectivity and continuity throughout the Main Street sidewalk network 

• Supports downtown businesses and civic functions 

• Coordinates sidewalk improvements with the State's planned Main Street repaving 

Estimated Cost $235,000 
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Fiscal Year 2029 

Main Street – Parkside Road to Seamans Road 

 

Project Description 

Reconstruct and extend the existing sidewalk along Main Street from Seamans Road to Parkside Road, 
improving pedestrian safety, accessibility, and continuity along the corridor. The project will extend the 
sidewalk to connect with the existing sidewalk terminus at Parkside Road and Main Street, creating a more 
continuous pedestrian route and reducing the need for pedestrians to cross Main Street to continue along the 
sidewalk network. Between Hayes Road and Parkside Road, the project will also use sidewalk and curbing to 
better define the roadway edge, organize on-street parking, and support traffic calming. The objective is to 
complete these sidewalk improvements prior to the State's planned repaving of Main Street, allowing the Town 
to coordinate improvements and minimize future impacts to the newly paved roadway. 

Project Benefits 

• Rehabilitates and preserves aging sidewalk infrastructure 

• Extends sidewalk to complete the corridor and connect to the existing sidewalk at Parkside Road 

• Extends the public sidewalk connection to the existing pedestrian crossing at Seamans Road, where the 
current connection is provided by a private sidewalk 

• Reduces the number of forced Main Street crossings required to remain on the sidewalk network 

• Improves pedestrian safety and ADA accessibility 

• Enhances traffic calming between Hayes Road and Parkside Road 

• Better defines the roadway and organizes on-street parking through sidewalk and curbing 

• Improves connectivity to nearby neighborhoods and community destinations 

• Enhances continuity of the Town's overall pedestrian network 

Estimated Cost $275,000 
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Fiscal Year 2030 

Newport Road Sidewalk Preservation 

 

Project Description 

Resurface existing sidewalks along Newport Road to preserve the sidewalks, improve accessibility, and 
extend the useful life of the infrastructure. 

Project Benefits 

• Preserves Town assets 

• Improves accessibility 

• Reduces future maintenance costs  
• Improves user experience 

• Extends service life 

Estimated Cost $100,000 
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Fiscal Year 2031 

Pleasant Street & Seamans Road  

 

Project Description 

Restoration of existing sidewalk segments along Pleasant Street and Seamans Road, including intersection 
and accessibility improvements to enhance pedestrian safety and user experience. 

Project Benefits 

• Improves pedestrian crossings 

• Enhances ADA accessibility 

• Improves visibility and safety 

• Preserves existing infrastructure 

• Improve pedestrian crossing at Kidder-Cleveland-Clough crossing 

• Potential addition of 1-3 trail parking spaces on Pleasant Street 

Estimated Cost  $75,000 
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Fiscal Year 2032 

Parkside Road Sidewalk Resurfacing & Extension 

 

Project Description 

Resurface the existing sidewalk along Parkside Road and extend the sidewalk to the Lyon Brook 
Condominiums, improving access to residential development and recreational opportunities. 

Project Benefits 

• Expands the sidewalk network 

• Preserves existing infrastructure 

• Improves pedestrian connectivity to Lyon Brook Condominiums 

• Encourages pedestrian access from a concentrated population to Main Street and recreational amenities 

Estimated Cost $180,000 

  

Fiscal Year 2033 

Network-Wide Sidewalk Maintenance 

Project Description 

Undertake system-wide maintenance including curb repairs, sidewalk rehabilitation, ADA curb ramp 
improvements, drainage corrections, and other preservation activities. 
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Project Benefits 

• Protects Town investments 

• Improves ADA compliance 

• Reduces long-term costs 

• Extends infrastructure life 

• Improve accessibility to the Elkins network 

Estimated Cost $100,000 

 

Fiscal Year 2034 

Newport Road Corridor Engineering 

Project Description 

Complete engineering, surveying, environmental review, and preliminary design for future sidewalk expansion 
along the north side of Newport Road from the Roundabout to Homans Corner and west from the existing 
sidewalk terminus near Hannaford to the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog. 

Project Benefits 

• Positions the Town for future grants 

• Establishes construction-ready plans 

• Evaluates corridor alternatives 

• Supports future network expansion 

• Provides pedestrian connectivity to the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog, where parking is limited 

Estimated Cost $50,000 

 

Fiscal Years 2035 & 2036 

Newport Road Corridor Expansion – Phases I& II 

Project Description 

Implementation of the Newport Road sidewalk expansion and improvements will span two consecutive fiscal 
years. The final project limits and construction phasing shall be determined through the engineering study 
completed in Fiscal Year 2034. 

Project Benefits 

• Expands the pedestrian network 

• Improves safety along Newport Road 
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• Enhances connectivity 

• Implements the Town's long-range vision 

Estimated Cost 
FY 2035: $125,000  
FY 2036: $125,000  

 Total: $250,000 

 

Fiscal Years 2037 

Network-Wide Sidewalk Maintenance 

Project Description 

Undertake system-wide maintenance including curb repairs, sidewalk rehabilitation, ADA curb ramp 
improvements, drainage corrections, and other preservation activities. 

Project Benefits 

• Protects Town investments 

• Improves ADA compliance 

• Reduces long-term costs 

• Extends infrastructure life 

Estimated Cost $75,000 

 

Conclusion 

The Ten-Year Sidewalk Preservation and Improvement Plan provides a practical framework for preserving, 
rehabilitating, and expanding New London's sidewalk network while improving pedestrian safety, 
accessibility, and connectivity throughout the community. Working in conjunction with the Capital 
Improvement Program, this Plan establishes priorities that will guide future investments in the Town's 
pedestrian infrastructure. 

Recognizing that community needs, infrastructure conditions, funding opportunities, and municipal priorities 
will continue to evolve, this Plan is intended to remain a living document. It should be reviewed periodically 
and amended as necessary to respond to changing conditions, emerging priorities, and revised 
implementation strategies while continuing to support the long-term vision established by the 2021 Master 
Plan. 

 


