


Town of New London Recreation Department 
Mission Statement:

Provide safe and well-maintained recreational spaces which 
encourage healthy lifestyles and appreciation for our beautiful 

natural surroundings.

Promote community connection through cross-generational and 
inclusive recreation and leisure experiences.

Offer quality programs and activities in a cooperative spirit with 
community partners.







 Putnam Kidder, Recreation Director, Full Time since January 2023, 
part time starting in Summer of 2021.

 Recreation Commission Members, 7 dedicated volunteers that meet 
monthly to support the Recreation Director and the mission of the 
Recreation Department.  They also support promoting, organizing, 
and putting on programs and events year-round.

 Summer Seasonal Staff- Lifeguards, Swim Instructors, and Beach 
Attendants.

 Lifeguard, Swim Lesson, and Waterfront Consultant- Len Angelli, Red 
Cross Lifeguard Trainer and Water Safety Instructor

 A growing group of volunteers of various ages that help with events 
and programs and support the growth of the Recreation Department. 

 Help from and collaboration with other Town Departments and 
Committees throughout the year, NLFD, NLPD, DPW, Conservation 
Commission, Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, and others.

 A variety of other community groups that we partner with: Center for 
the Arts, New London Barn Playhouse, New London Rotary Club, The 
Outing Club, Colby-Sawyer College, Kearsarge Elementary School New 
London, Lake Sunapee Chamber of Commerce, Echo Communications, 
New London Historical Society, to name a few.

Who We Are:





Town 

Recreationa

l ties

Beaches

• Elkins Beach, Pleasant Lake

• Bucklin Beach, Little Lake Sunapee

Town Green, Little Common, New London Inn Common

Whipple Hall

Bob Andrews Ice Skating Rink- Upgrades Coming Next Winter

Miles of Hiking Trails

• Maintained by New London Conservation Committee

Town 

Recreational

Facilities





New Playground Swings for Summer 2026 

at Elkins Beach with Plans for the Future



Our Big 4-

Winter Carnival Feb.  

Haunted Happenings 

Sunday before 

Halloween 

Strawberry Fest Mid 

June 

Beaches- Memorial 

Day to Labor Day



Budgets for the Last Five Years

2023  $192,785

2024  $221,113

2025  $243,371

2026 $236,929

2027 $242,361



Recreation Department Budget Breakdown

Director Salary

38%

Beach Staff Wages

39%

Equipment

3%

Office Costs

7%

Training

3%

Advertising

2%

Special Events

8%



Other Funds:

 Recreation Revolving Fund  $22,000

Instead of relying entirely on taxpayer dollars from the          

general fund, the recreation department uses this revolving 

fund to manage the money coming in and going out to invest 

in equipment, facilities, programs, trips, and events.

 Recreation Facilities Capital Reserve $20,000

Adding $4,000 annually starting July 2026, approved at last 

Town Meeting



Summer 2026 Beach Schedule and Lifeguard and 

Attendant Hours:

 (WEATHER PERMITTING & SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

 Beaches are OPEN for swimming Memorial Day 

weekend, but will not be staffed

 BATHROOMS WILL BE OPEN 8 AM TO DUSK WEEKENDS 

ONLY, STARTING SAT. 5/23 (INCLUDING MEMORIAL DAY 

5/25) UNTIL JUNE 17TH, AFTER THAT THEY WILL BE 

OPEN DAILY 8 AM TO DUSK UNTIL AFTER LABOR DAY 

WEEKEND

 Lifeguards will be starting seven days a week on 

Wednesday, June 17th, the last day of school for 

KRSD, *10 AM-5 PM*

 Beach Attendants and Boat Loan Program start 

Wednesday, July 1st *10 AM-5 PM*

 NEW IN 2026- BEACH ATTENDANTS AND BOAT LOAN 

PROGRAM, 5 DAYS A WEEK-WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY

 BOAT LOAN PROGRAM WILL ONLY BE OPERATING WED-

SUNDAY, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCESS THE 

BOATS MONDAY OR TUESDAY

 No Beach Staff on duty and bathrooms closed after 

Labor Day (Monday 9/7)

Summer 2026 

Beach 

Schedule and 

Lifeguard and 

Attendant 

Hours



2023 Focus 

Areas

Community Outreach/Communications
• Establish a regular cadence of publishing a seasonal calendar of upcoming events.
• Continue to develop our website and build a robust social media presence

• Facebook 1,400 followers

• Instagram 359 followers 
• Continue to reach out to the community to better understand programming gaps and 

opportunities, what is working and what is not.  Utilize the Rec. Van for trips for all ages.
• Continue to build productive partnerships with community groups, non-profits, and other 

regional recreational providers.  

Volunteer Engagement and Staff Recruitment
• Continue to build our volunteer base

• Establish volunteer committees for major events.
• Strawberry Fest

• Halloween
• Winter Carnival

• Provide student internship and volunteer opportunities for students, working with Colby-

Sawyer college to find a motivated intern, collaboration with Kearsarge Regional High School to 
have their Junior and Seniors become involved with programs and events via their Extended 

Learning Opportunities program.
• Continue to recruit, train, and retain quality employees for the Summer season and for other 

programs.

Operational Excellence
• Evaluate and review practices and policies
• Manage current equipment and supplies, while working to replace and upgrade as necessary.

• Recreation Director will engage in ongoing professional development via NH Parks & Rec 
Association, NPRA, and connect with other regional Parks and Recreation Professionals.

Goals 

for

the 

Future



RECENT 

PROGRAMS  

AND EVENTS





UPCOMING 

EVENTS









“Play Dates” with the Rec. 
Department, on the Green for 
the Friday Night Band Concerts

 Games, food, and community 

connection during three nights 

at the Band Concerts, 6:30-8 

PM 

 Friday June 26th 

 Friday July 24th

 Friday Aug. 21st 







Want to Help????  

 Volunteer for Strawberry Fest or 
another upcoming event.

     Share your email after the        
meeting or…  

     email me at 
p.kidder@newlondon.nh.gov

 Scan this QR Code and please take a 
few minutes to complete our online 
feedback survey:
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