
Guidelines for Testing New London's Lakes and Ponds 

When a cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) bloom is suspected, use the table below to identify who to notify, who will 
conduct testing, and who bears the cost — based on the affected water body. For all water bodies other than Elkins Beach 
and Bucklin Beach, suspected blooms should be reported to NHDES, which is responsible for testing; the relevant lake 
association should also be notified. 

Location Report Suspected Bloom To Who Conducts the Test? Who Pays? 

Elkins Beach / 
Bucklin Beach 

Report suspected blooms to a lifeguard at the 
town-managed beach 

Recreation Director or 
Health Officer 

Town of New 
London 

Lake Sunapee 

NHDES — 603-271-3503 or online bloom 
report form 

Also notify Lake Sunapee Protective 
Association: lspa@lakesunapee.org | 603-763-
2210 

NHDES NHDES 

Little Lake Sunapee 
(non-beach) 

NHDES — 603-271-3503 or online bloom 
report form 

Also notify Little Lake Sunapee Protective 
Association: contact@littlesunapee.org 

NHDES NHDES 

Messer Pond 

NHDES — 603-271-3503 or online bloom 
report form 

Also notify Messer Pond Protective Association: 
mppa@messerpond.org 

NHDES NHDES 

Otter Pond 

NHDES — 603-271-3503 or online bloom 
report form 

Also notify Otter Pond Protective Association: 
BSGREER@msn.com and 
wbstockwell@stockwell.com 

NHDES NHDES 

Pleasant Lake (non-
beach) 

NHDES — 603-271-3503 or online bloom 
report form 

Also notify Pleasant Lake Protective 
Association: information@plpa.net 

NHDES NHDES 

Additional Resources 

NH's Cyanobacteria Plan: A Statewide Strategy — Key strategies and goals to address rising cyanobacteria blooms across 
New Hampshire's lakes and ponds. 

Samples collected for cyanobacteria testing should be placed in a clean plastic container and brought to NHDES at 29 
Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301 (603-271-3503), open M–F 8am–4pm. Note the sampling location, date, and time on the 
bottle. Photos of the bloom are also very helpful. 

Additional questions can be directed to Ashley Seybold, Town Administrator (townadmin@newlondon.nh.gov / 526-1240) 
or Nick Baer, Health Officer (n.baer@NewLondon.NH.gov). 


