TOWN OF
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NEW LONDON CITIZENS COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
Saturday, October 7, 2023
Whipple Hall
7:30 PM

PRESENT:

John Cannon, Chair; Janet Kidder, Bebe Casey, Bill Helm, Lynn Lewis, Roseanne Palmieri, Nancy
Rollins, Celeste Cook, Mark Vernon, Paul Linehan, Karen Hogland, Pete Hogland, Bob Lyon, Janet
Miller Haines, Steve Wright, Patty Bechok, Linda Sargent, Emma Crane, Nick Ourusoff, Arden Tingley,
Gene Weber

John Cannon started the meeting at 7:30

There were comments and compliments about Whipple Hall improvements.

John discussed the agenda and asked for topics of future meetings. He then asked for signups to help
gather information on each of the topics for presentation.

Topic Ideas:
Invasive species — Bob Lyon
Seniors Transportation & Other Assistance - Janet Haines., Arden Tingley
Global Issues/Local Involvement & Education
Pickleball - Steve Wright, John Cannon, Linda Sargent
Beach Day Cleanup — Patty Bechok
Town, Departments and Community Messaging - John Cannon, Janet Haines, Steve Wright,
Gene Weber?
New London Sewage
Natural Areas Landscaping - Mark Vernon
Recycling
Workforce Housing* - Gene Weber
Tracy Library needs evaluation*
Town Grants*

*1tems have Town responsibilities and participation

Discussed housing and it was suggested that the Housing Chair could update the Committee at November
or December meetings.

Broad topic of messaging. It was discussed that short video messaging could be done by department
heads to keep the residents updated.

Beach cleanup day and role of the lifeguard — Janet clarified the role of lifeguards and also suggested that
Public Works could help clean up the beaches. It was asked if lifeguards could have the added
responsibility of cleaning the beaches. The group still felt that it required a clean-up day.
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Selectman’s update
Bebe stated that the wage study came in and they made some changes based on recommendations of MRI.
Police Station conversation has moved on to discussions with a Project Manager. They will be at the next
Selectmen’s meeting.

Bill updated on the status of Continuum (New London Place) looking for wells for water and will be
testing in the next 60 days. Twin Pines (Long Meadows) has funding from the Federal Government for
tax credits and that should come in December.

Bill suggested that members may want to come to upcoming meetings for more details: Planning Board
hearings (Oct 10) and meetings for CIP and Zoning Amendments (Oct 26).

December 15" will be a public discussion at Colby-Sawyer College like the summer meeting.
Bog awareness day October 14",

Janet Haines applauded the acoustics at Whipple and not having to run around with a microphone.
Special recognition for the improvement of the acoustics and the work of the Sub-Committee Phil
Sherman, Rip Cross, and Colin Beasley.

2024 Meeting Dates:

January 6, February 3, March 2, April 6, May 4, June 1
No meetings July & August

September 7, October 5, November 2, December 7

The meeting adjourned at 8:39 AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Lewis

Finance Officer

Town of New London



