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NEW LONDON CITIZENS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday, April 6, 2024 

Whipple Hall 

7:30 AM 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patty Bechok, Linda Sargent, Karen Hogland, Pete Hogland, Gene Weber, 

Steve Wright, Nancy Rollins, Laura Abrahamsen, Phi Sherman, Mary Rakow, Nick, Ourusoff, Howard 

Hoke, Mark Vernon, Celeste Cook, Board of Selectmen: Janet Kidder, Bebe Casey, Bill Helm  

ALSO PRESENT: 

Kim Hallquist, Town Administrator, Lynn Lewis, Finance Officer, Will Kidder, Town Clerk-Tax 

Collector, Police Chief Emily Cobb, Recreation Director Putnam Kidder and Rec Commissioners Jackie 

Christensen and Cara Leone, Colin Beasley, John Ellis, Peter Nichols, , Dulcee Loehn 

Karen Epstein, Rich Epstein, Mark Vernon, Phil Sherman 

 

In the absence of Chair John Cannon, Patty Bechok called the meeting to order at 7:30 

 

Selectman’s update 

Bill Helm updated the Committee on recent Selectboard Meetings. 

 

Recreation Department 

Putnam Kidder, Recreation Director, discussed some recent events put on by the Recreation Commission, 

highlighting the Adult Spelling Bee.  He said it was very successful. Dulce Loehn from the Rotary Club 

spoke about the spelling bee. She said they had a goal of 8 teams and ended up with 12 signing up. They 

took in approximately $4,000 in proceeds. 

 

Putnam Kidder then reviewed the results of the survey by the Recreation Department which can be seen 

on the website. Jackie Christensen, Recreation Commission Chair, spoke about the age demographic and 

the importance of varied programs.  

 

There were questions about the Outing Club as it relates to the Recreation Department.  It was explained 

that they are two separate entities. There was a discussion about collaborations with the Council on Aging 

(COA). Putnam Kidder stated that they are working with them to do a movie night and possibly other 

events.  

 

There was a question about utilizing interns. Putnam Kidder stated that they are always in touch with 

Colby-Sawyer College on that topic. Student volunteers are currently working on a new logo and 

marketing for the Recreation Department.   

 

Putnam Kidder stated that to do more collaborations the Recreation Department needs more volunteers. 

There was a discussion about the Barn Playhouse and past events at Elkins. Jackie Christensen pointed 

out that the Barn chooses locations based upon the needs of the show they are staging. 
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There was discussion about moorings at Elkins and Putnam Kidder stated that they work closely with 

those that moor their boats to ensure that they are not too close to the swimming area. 

 

2024 Meeting Dates: 

There will be no meeting in May.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 1st.  

  

The meeting adjourned at 8:29 AM.    

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lynn Lewis 

Finance Officer 

Town of New London 


