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NEW LONDON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, June 4, 2026 
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5:30 PM 

 
PRESENT: 

Janet Kidder, Chairman 

Bebe Hammond Casey, Selectman 

Richard Anderson, Selectman 

Ashley Seybold, Town Administrator 

Lynn Lewis, Finance Officer 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Lou Botta 

Patricia Rodgers 

Phyllis Piotrow 

Amy Battles 

Putnam Kidder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Kidder called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 

 

 

Key Takeaways 

• New Fire Chief Appointed: Mike Matthy appointed as the new full-time fire chief, effective 

today. 

• Innovative Fire Apparatus: The fire department is exploring purchasing a more flexible 

ladder truck that could save the town significant costs by avoiding a fire station expansion and 

offering better maneuverability in town. 

• Hilltop Place Address Renumbering Discussion: Residents from Hilltop Place raised 

concerns regarding the proposed address renumbering, including legal basis, timing, cost, and 

perceived urgency compared to other town priorities. 

 
Fire Department Update 

• New Fire Chief: Steve Ensign, Chair of the Board of Firewards, announced the appointment 

of Mike Matthy as the new full-time Fire Chief. 
• New Ladder Truck Exploration: 

• Chief Matthy reported on a visit to a company that produces a flexible fire apparatus. 
• This new type of truck is 10 feet shorter in length and has a 70-foot ladder. 

• It is four-wheel drive, can operate off-road, and can fit into the existing fire station. 

• The current ladder truck is due for replacement in 2032, but purchasing this new truck 

earlier could lead to significant cost savings. 



 

• The new truck is priced under $1 million, potentially saving $2 million in building 

expansion costs and additional savings from selling the current ladder truck (appraised 

at $650,000-$700,000). 

• At this time, no tariffs apply to emergency vehicles crossing the border from Canada. 
• Fire Department Staffing: 

• Andrew Sarnivitz has been hired for the full-time Shift Captain's position (approved at 

March Town Meeting), starting July 10th. 
• Applied for the SAFER grant for personnel, submitted to FEMA with a closing date of 

June 22nd. Notification expected by end of September/October. 
 

Emergency Management Grant 

• Resolution for Grant Acceptance: Lou Botta, Emergency Management Director, presented a 

resolution for the board to accept the Emergency Management Performance Grant. 
• Grant Details: The grant is for $4,000 for the local emergency operations plan update, with a 

50% town match of $4,000, bringing the total project cost to $8,000. 

IT WAS MOVED (Bebe Casey) AND SECONDED (Richard Anderson) to approve the accept the 

$4,000 grant and commit to the $4,000 town match. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

 
Committee, Commission, and Board Appointments 

• General Approach: The board opted to go board by board for appointments rather than a 

blanket approval. 
• Specific Appointments/Reappointments: 

• Archives: Reappointed Nancy Dutton; appointed Sherry Williams (replacing Linda 

Miller). 
• Bike and Pedestrian Committee: Reappointed Emily Campbell, Grant Smith, and 

Mike Ryan. One vacant seat remains. 

• Board of Firewards: Reappointed Pete Lauridsen. 

• Citizens Committee: Reappointed Gene Weber, Patty Bechok, Lou Botta, Nancy 

Rollins, and Mark Vernon.  Vacancies seats remain. 

• Conservation Commission: Reappointed Sue Andrews, Michael Kennedy, and Mark 

Vernon. Don Osler was previously moved from alternate to full member. Grant Smith 

was appointed as an alternate. 

• Energy Committee: Reappointed John Ellis, Meredith Smith, Jamie Hess, Vigo Fish, 

and Lisa Hess. Appointed Tom Hamlin as an alternate. 

• Housing: Reappointed Peter Nichols and Amy Kaplan. 

• Recreation: Reappointed Dana Pyle, Kim Ilg, and Tara Stone. 

• Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA): Reappointed Michael Todd, Stephen Root, and 

Lauren Snow. One vacant spot remains. 

• Planning Board: Reappointed Emily Campbell and Erin Maloney. Joe Kubit’s seat is 

vacant. Erin Maloney is being considered for a full member position pending 

discussion with her. 
 



 

 

Public Comment 

• Residents' Concerns: Pat Rogers and Phyllis P, residents of Hilltop Place, raised several 

concerns regarding the proposed address renumbering: 
• Legal Basis: Request for clarification on the specific 2003 state law (RSA 106H - 

Enhanced 911 system) and the town's implementation timeline. 

• Delay in Implementation: Questioned why implementation is happening now, 23 

years after the law's apparent passing. 

• Town Priority: Asked about the priority of this project compared to other town 

projects (police station, garage, paving). 

• Cost and Funding: Inquired about the estimated cost to residents and the community, 

and whether it's an unfunded mandate the town expects residents to bear. 

• Public Meeting: Asked if a public town meeting will be held on the issue. (Ashley 

indicated a public hearing would be required once details are finalized, but not yet.) 
• Town's Perspective: 

• The renumbering is driven by state law (RSA 21:133 and RSA 21:133a) for safety 

purposes, specifically concerning enhanced 911 and emergency services access. 
• The 2003 renumbering in town excluded Hilltop, The Seasons, and Highland Ridge, 

and the reasons for this historical exclusion are unknown. 

• The current push is due to emergency services deeming it necessary for safety, 

highlighted by a fire a few years ago where mutual aid fire departments had difficulty 

locating water hydrants. 

• Ashley is meeting to discuss next steps and will provide information. 
• Hilltop Fire Investigation: 

• Phyllis Piotrow raised concerns about the investigation into a past fire at Hilltop Place, 
suggesting it was caused by an arsonist who was a resident. 

• She questioned the status of the investigation and asked why nothing has been done to 

protect the community from this individual. 

• She emphasized the importance of transparency and safety. 

• The Board of Selectmen asked Ashley to consult with Chief Cobb and potentially the 

Attorney General's office regarding the investigation. 
 

Committee Reports 

• Water Precinct Meeting: 

• All punch list items from the Main Street project are complete and signed off. 
• The state has slated Main Street for repaving in 2029. 

• Water usage is slightly higher year-over-year. 

• Ken requested another meeting with the Board of Selectmen. 

•  

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

• Minutes from June 4, 2026, were approved. 
 

Applications Approved &/or Denied 

Building/Zoning Permits – Approved 



 

• Emily Baldwin – 191 Pleasant St. – 073-086-000-BP-26-53-shed 

• Mathew & Alice Ranson- 472 King Hill Rd. – 121-010-000 – BP 26-54 – Renovation 

• Richard & Tammy Hall – 75 Bartons Way – 064-007-000 – BP 25-24E – Extension 

• Good Shepherd Farm – 656 Main St. – 096-014-000 – BP-26-55 – Windows/Siding & Trim 

• Michael Hansen Trust – 1325 County Rd. – 128-014-000 – BP -26-57 – Hay Barn 

• Town of New London- 1213 Newport Rd. – 056-009-000 – BP – 26-58 – Shed 

• Mary Lou Cummings – 155 Wilder Lane – 099-010-000 – BP – 26-60 – BP – 26-60 – Garage 

• Jessica Waterman – 37 Pearl St. – 084-050-000 – BP – 26-61 – Renovation  
Application for property tax credit/exemption 

• Religious Exemptions 
o Elkins Chapel Society 
o First Baptist Church 
o Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church 
o Diocese of Manchester – Our Lady of Fatima 
o St. Andrews Episcopal Church & Chapel 

• Educational Exemptions 
o Colby Sawyer College 

• Charitable Exemptions 
o Lake Sunapee Region VNA & Hospice 
o New London Barn Playhouse 
o The WFK Icehouse Foundation, Inc. 
o New London Outing Club 
o The New London Hospital Association 
o Kearsarge Area Council on Aging 
o Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 

• DENIAL RECOMMENDED: 
o New England Forestry Foundation 
o Strawberry Blossom Montessori 

Application to Use New London Town Property  – Approved 

• Summer Bandstand Concerts – 6-28-26 – 8-21-26 

• Elkins Bandstand Concerts – 7-13-26 – 8-9-26  

• New London Police Department – Geoff Daley – Wednesday, 8:30 PM – 11:00 PM– July 1st 
and all reoccurring Wednesday nights until January 2027 

IT WAS MOVED (Bebe Casey) AND SECONDED (Richard Anderson) to adjourn. THE 

MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Ashley Seybold 

Town of New London 

 
Note: RSA 91-A:2, II provides that “Minutes of all such meetings, including nonpublic sessions, shall 

include the names of members, persons appearing before the public bodies, and a brief description of the 



 

subject matter discussed and final decisions.”  A video of the entire meeting may be available for viewing 

on the town website, NewLondon.NH.gov, if more than the brief description contained in these meeting 

minutes is desired.   
 


