June 11, 2026
To the Town of New London Board of Selectmen,

As concerned parents and neighbors of the 23 children who live in the Birch Acres/Job
Seamans neighborhood, we are respectfully writing to request the installation of a blinking light,
speed bump, or other traffic-calming measure to encourage drivers to slow down as they
approach the crosswalk between Pleasant Street, Job Seamans Rd and Birch Acres Road.

Because bus transportation is not provided for children in the Birch Acres/Job Seamans
neighborhood, elementary school students are expected to walk directly to New London
Elementary School each day. We support this and think walking to school is a healthy and
pleasant way to start the day. However, we are concerned for the safety of our children on this
walking route.

The current walking route includes a crosswalk at the Job Seamans Road/ Pleasant Street/Birch
Acres Road intersection that is difficult for drivers to visualize due both to the steep gradient of
the hill and to the wooded area that obscures the entrance to Birch Acres Road. These
conditions create a significant safety concern for children who walk to and from school each day.

As a group, we have witnessed numerous occasions in which cars have turned quickly onto
Birch Acres Road or driven at high speed through the crosswalk without slowing or pausing to
look for children who may be crossing. We are deeply concerned that this situation represents
an accident waiting to happen.

We respectfully request that the Town install a blinking light, speed bump, or other appropriate
safety measure to alert drivers to the presence of this intersection and crosswalk so that
children may cross safely on their way to and from school.

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this urgent matter at an upcoming Selectmen’s
meeting. Please let us know when we can be placed on the agenda, or if there is a town
highway or safety committee we should coordinate with directly. You may contact us (Christine
Arsnow) at christine.arsnow@gmail.com or 781-864-6525.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important safety concern.

Sincerely,

Christine Arsnow Hannah Bianchi Megan Read
Matthew Roginski Pete Bianchi Jen Cross
Alison Collette Megan Brown Evan Cross
Ryan Collette Joel Brown Ashley Snow
Jyl Bradley Anna Hinman Jameson Snow

Volker Bradley Tom Hinman Jenn Keplin



Darren Phipps
Chuck Gaede
Travis Sniffen
Hillary Way
Pete Angus



