
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 

Town of New London 

Meeting Minutes 

May 21,2026 

Committee Attendees: Emily Campbell, Judi Ferriera, Grant Smith, Woody Canady, Russell 

Moroe, Don Eberly 

Excused: Mike Ryan, Bebe Casey (BOS liaison to the Committee)  

The meeting was called to order at 5:02PM. The Chair noted that the meeting was being 

recorded, requested that all meeting participants ensure their microphones were on and to 

speak clearly when making comments.  Also, the Chair requested that participants who were not 

committee members identify themselves before speaking. 

The Chair noted that the assigned Committee member meeting minute recorder, Tim Ryan, was 

unable to make the meeting. The Chair stated that he would prepare the meeting minutes. 

The first order of business was a review and approval of the meeting minutes of April 16th.  The 

minutes were unanimously approved.  

The first agenda topic was upcoming community events and the possible participation in these 

activities by the Committee to promote the Walkable New London Initiative.  Putnam Kidder 

provided an update on Strawberry Fest planning.  The event will be held on June 20th rain or 

shine 10-2PM.  After some discussion, the Committee did elect to participate in the event but 

preparations will not include the kid’s bike tune-up component this year.  Russell Moore, Don 

Eberly and Woody Canady agree to staff a table from 11-1PM. Emily Campbell offered to 

provide a table if not available from another source. 

The second event discussed was Hospital Days slated for 8/1/2026.  This year is the 100th year 

of the event and preparations are already underway.  Russell agreed to gather more information 

regarding the event as exhibitor registration is not posted on the NLH website as of the date of 

this meeting. The Committee agreed that our participation would be desirable given the crowds 

attracted to this event. 

Russ gave a brief update on the deliberations at the 5/19 BOS meeting in regard to the 

proposed pocket park at 328  Main Street.  The proposed park will provide a relaxing gathering 

space downtown and the orientation point for downtown walking routes.  The BOS reviewed the 

design and approved the use of this town-owned parcel for the purpose of a pocket park.  The 

BOS also approved the Committee proceeding with the community outreach and fundraising 

phases of this effort.  Russ also gave a brief update on a meeting held on 4/23 with Adam 

Ricker, Sam Clarke and Ashely Seybolt, representatives from Bonin Architects and the BPAC.  

Adam and Sam made several specific recommendations on the park design and construction 

considerations and conveyed support for the project as clearly enhancing the attractiveness of 

the downtown area.  The park must be ADA compliant and the NHDOT will review the sidewalk 

paver design for suitability of installation a section of Main Street immediately fronting the park. 



Bonin Architects and the Committee Chair are in communication with several locally-based 

contractors to secure ballpark estimates for the park construction.  Another phase of the 

fundraising will be the establishment of a Sustainability Reserve Fund to help offset the annual 

cost of park maintenance. 

The next stage of the Walkable New London Initiative will be finalizing the suggested walking 

routes, community outreach and fundraising for the effort.  Russ and Mark Vernon have been in 

communication regarding enhancing access to CC trails from downtown streets and roads.  

Mark has successfully secured private landowner permission for a new trail spur that will link the 

Lyon Brook trail with Barrat Road east of S. Pleasant Street. This spur, when completed,  will be 

included in the walking route recommendation. 

A brief update was provided by Russ on DPW sidewalk repairs.  The DPW will be focused on 

repairing or replacing Main Street sidewalk segments from Newport Road to the exit of the SAU 

driveway this summer.   

Grant Smith provided a multipurpose trails update.  The NEMBA Kearsarge Chapter has been 

launched. A very successful party celebrating the launch was held in Sunapee Harbor.  NEMBA 

has several opportunities to establish or expand trails in nearby communities in the coming 

months. 

In the public comment section of the meeting Bob Bowers suggested that the Committee 

explore the feasibility of adding a trail segment that would connect Main Street to Barrett without 

navigating the difficult S. Pleasant descent.  He walked a wooded section between Woodcrest 

and the building housing Grounds Café and suggested the Committee explore procuring a right 

of way with Colby Sawyer College.  Russ mentioned that he will confer with Mark Vernon on the 

feasibility of this suggestion.  Bob also inquired about the tree removal and tree planting scheme 

for the proposed pocket park. Russ conveyed that two certified arborists have inspected the 

property and made recommendations in this regard. 

The next scheduled BPAC Meeting will be held on July16, 2026 at 5PM in Whipple Hall. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:30PM. 

 

 


