
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
 

Town of New London, NH 
 

July 9, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee convened at 5PM at Whipple Hall.  The meeting was not recorded due 
to technical difficulty. 
 
Committee members present: 
Mike Ryan, Russ Moore, Grant Smith, Woody Cannaday, Emily Campbell 
Not present: Judi Ferrerra 
 
Don Eberly has informed Russ Moore and Town Leadership that he has resigned from 
the BPAC. 
  
Russ Moore, Chair, opened the meeting at 5pm.  
  
The Chair requested a motion to approve May 24th Committee meeting minutes. The 
motion was made and seconded.  The Committee unanimously approved of the 
minutes.   
 
Woody Canady gave a brief report on the BPAC participation at the Strawberry Fest.  
Many visitors to the BPAC table expressed interest in the Walkable New London 
Initiative and approximately 20 people signed up for the mailing list. According to 
Putnam Kidder, Recreation Director,  the event attracted 20 vendors and approximately 
300 attendees at the Strawberry Festival.   
  
Chair Remarks 
  
Adam Ricker, Sam Clarke, Ashley Seybold, Liz Niehaus, Strawberry Blossoms 
Montessori School and Russ met to discuss the traffic concerns at the Main Street/ 
Pleasant intersection.  In preparation for this meeting Russ spoke on the phone 
separately to Library Director, Richard Tutwiler and Sandt Michener, ADA Compliance 
Officer,  NHDOT.  Richard conveyed his safety concerns regarding children crossing the 
crosswalk immediately in front of the library traversing across Main Street. Sandt 
conveyed that NHDOT is becoming more flexible regarding the criteria that qualifies a 
particular street or intersection for the installation of a pedestrian activated blinking 
caution light.  Sandt made it clear that the Town would be required to make the request 
to NHDOT as Main Street is state road Rt.114. The Town would be required to pay for 
the installation of this type of unit that would cost approximately $15,000. At the meeting 
the group spoke about several traffic slowing and pedestrian safety measures to 
consider.  Adam stated that due to possible pending changes in the building 
configurations at this intersection which may impact the sidewalk, curb and street 
physical parameters he did not support any additional pedestrian accommodations at 
this time.  Liz reiterated her safety concerns with the school opening in September.  



Adam and Sam suggested volunteer crossing guards and reflective vests for students 
and teachers when they proceed on foot to or from the school. 
 
Walkable New London Initiative 
 
The Walkable New London Initiative was also discussed at this meeting. Ashley, Sam 
and Adam had an opportunity to reviewed the proposed routes drafted by Russ before 
the meeting.  They agreed, based on not just a legal standard but exercising sound 
judgement, the Town would not recommend any routes that include street or road 
segments without sidewalks.  Russ mentioned that not all historical markers are 
accessible by sidewalks but their placement encourages visitors to walk to these 
locations.  Russ also mentioned that the Conservation Commission trails, promoted on 
the Town website, can be muddy, icy, steep or narrow particularly with seasonal 
changes.  The implication is that the risks are assumed by the user.   Russ stated that 
there are some towns in New Hampshire that do have walking loops with small street 
segments without sidewalks.  The proposed Conservation Commission Trailhead 
Connector walking route would probably not be viable with the restriction that the 
walking route is exclusively on sidewalks. Ashley, Adam and Sam noted the concerns 
but restated that the routes would probably have to encompass sidewalk only routes. 
 
In regards to other Walkable New London matters, Russ meet with Jim Perkins, 
Archivist, Town of New London, who would very much like to develop historical walking 
routes throughout town accessed by County Road, Newport Road and Little Sunapee.  
Russ provided the Committee with a brief update on possible funding sources for The 
Walkable New London Initiative.  NH Charitable Foundation, Kearsarge Neighborhood 
Partners and  Harbor Bank & Trust offer small community grants to similar projects.  
  
Short connector trail segments that would connect existing CC Trails to streets or roads 
were discussed. Russ and Mark Vernon successfully secured appropriate rights of way 
to connect Lyon Brook Trail directly to Barrett Road east of Pleasant Street.  Russ and 
Mark are communicating with Colby-Sawyer College operations staff and leadership to 
receive permission to connect the Kidder Cleveland Clough Trail Loop to Seamans 
Road adjoining a small unpaved parking area owned by the College.   
 
Community Walk Survey 
 
Russ drafted a survey and distributed in advance of the meeting requested comment.  
Woody provided written comments but other Committee members have not done so at 
the time of this meeting.  Committee members suggested shortening the survey but 
overall comments were positive.  Russ requested that Committee members provide 
additional comments within a few days as the survey will be finalized and posted by 
7/20/2026. The survey will be posted on the Town website and the New London Bike 
Walk Coalition website in addition to other venues.  
  
 
 



The Pocket Park Component of Walkable New London 
 
Russ conveyed that the pocket park design plan, although receiving a very positive 
public responses based on his conversations, has reached a level of cost, complexity 
and extended timeline that requires the Committee to re-examine this component of the 
project.  The previous week, Russ spoke with Bebe Casey via phone and separately 
with two Committee members in regard to these concerns.  After some deep reflection 
over the two days previous to this meeting, Russ proposed two possible options for the 
Committee to consider. Option 1 was the installation of an information kiosk only at the 
same proposed 328 Main Street site. Option 2 would be an information kiosk with 
adjoining benches for relaxing. This information/orientation area would encompass 
one/quarter or less of the total parcel.  This installation would not require the relocation 
or removal of any other features of the current parcel.  Any tree work on the site would 
be confined to ensuring that with increased public use no existing trees present a public 
hazard.  As an additional condition no decision in regard to developing  other areas of 
the parcel for visitor use would be considered until the completion of this area.   
Each Committee member gave their ideas and thoughts about moving forward.  "Keep it 
simple" resonated throughout the discussion.  Committee members conveyed that the 
Kiosk plan should definitely move forward but we need to scale the plan down and start 
small with the remaining park plans.   
 
The Committee voted unanimously for Option 2 as presented above in regard to an 
information/orientation center for visitors. 
 
Grant spoke about his participation in NEMBA/ Newport and Claremont Mountain Bike 
initiatives.  He has been in contact with PJ Lovely in Newport, the Ambassador for a 
bikers camp on the Pinnacle Trails by Newport High School.  Discussions are also 
underway for a rally at Claremont Speedway for mountain bikers.  Grant also mentioned 
talking with Mark Vernon regarding thoughts he has had about convening a group of 
regional representatives working on green space issues to coordinate communications.  
Grant has accepted an invitation to join the New London  Conservation Commission.   
  
A motion to adjourn was considered at 6:15 and the meeting ended then.   
  
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Emily Campbell 
Vice Chair 
BPAC 
  
  
 


