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CITIZENS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

June 7, 2025 

7:30 AM, Whipple Memorial Hall 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Karen Hoglund, Peter Hoglund, John Cannon, Steve Wright, Gene 

Weber, Maureen Prohl, Mark Vernon, Patty Bechok, Howard Hoke, Rose Benard, Celeste Cook, 

Janet Kidder, Selectman 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Rich Epstein, Peter Nichols, Kim Hallquist (retiring Town 

Administrator), Ashley Seybold (newly hired Town Administrator) 

 

Selectmen’s Update 

Selectman Kidder gave the following update: 

Special Town Meeting on June 18th at 5:00 PM in Whipple: The meeting is to cure the 

procedural defect that occurred when the day, time and location of the meeting to reconsider 

articles #3 and #9 was not announced at Town Meeting.  The reconsideration meeting was held 

on May 14th.   At the special town meeting the only item to be considered is to cure this defect.  

There will be no discussion of any articles from the March Town Meeting. 

 

The question before the voters will be:   

“To see if the Town will vote to ratify the results of the March 12th Town Meeting and 

the subsequent May 14th reconsideration meeting of Articles #3 and #9 even though the 

date, time and place for the reconsideration meeting was not announced at the March 

12th Town Meeting pursuant to RSA 40:10,II” 

 

Town Clock:  At the Selectmen’s meeting on Thursday, the Board approved the expenditure of 

$8,400 to restore one of the 3 side of the town clock faces.  The clock is located on the First 

Baptist Church Steeple. Selectman Kidder shared brief history of the New London Town Clock: 

Common practice was to install town clocks in the tallest structures in order to be viewed by the 

greatest number of citizens. In 1884 General Luther McCutchins and Mark Nelson gave a 

marvelous gift of a tower clock, built by George M. Stevens of Cambridge, Massachusetts, to the 

Town of New London. It naturally followed that New London’s Town Clock would be placed 

high atop Colby Hill in the 1826 Baptist Meeting House steeple, which also houses the Church’s 

Revere bell.   The town’s annual operating budget includes $275 to pay for annul maintenance of 

the clock gears.  The last major work on the clock was done in 2006.  A warrant article at the 

2006 Town meeting asked for $10,260 of town funds for the “purpose of restoring and repairing 

the town clock” however the article was tabled as funds were raised privately.  

The Selectmen have heard from citizens interested in fundraising efforts to complete the work on 

the other two clock faces, so watch for more on that. 

 

Public Works Garage and potential for locating the Police Department with DPW on S. 

Pleasant Street. The Public Works garage and office has been vacated due to structural issues and 

they are operating out of temporary trailers.  There have many suggestions from citizens about 
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the possibility of combining Police and Public Works on one site, a site that the town already 

owns, as a way to save money.  The Police Chief, Public Works Director, Town Planner and 

Town Administrator are investigating this possibility with Eversource, as they own easements 

through the property and also with Beltronics, the company that supports the communication 

needs for the Police Department, including the radio tower, to see if the site will work.  The 

Selectmen got some good news recently when they found that the asbestos in the garage can be 

removed and disposed of for about $5,000 instead of the $20,000 + that we first estimated.   Stay 

tuned for more on this topic. 

 

Ashley Seybold is New London’s next Town Administrator.  Kim is retiring this month after 

14 years with the town.  She is working with Ashley for the month of June to bring her up to 

speed on the many issues the town is working on.  Ashley is a New London native and has 

already demonstrated a deep commitment to the New London community, most recently as the 

Chair of the Police Facilities Advisory Committee, where she played a key role in helping the 

Board of Selectmen plan for the future of the town’s Police and Communications facility. 

 

Ashley introduced herself and expressed her excitement at being the town’s next town 

administrator.  She noted that she was born and raised in New London then left for about 20 

years before returning to make her home her.  She noted that in addition to working with the 

Police Facilities Advisory Committee, she also worked on the project to preserve the cupola 

from the former middle school that was demolished some years ago.   

 

Citizens Committee Mission Statement  

Members reviewed and discussed the draft mission statement for the committee: 

 

The New London Citizens Committee is dedicated to fostering open communication and 

trust between the Board of Selectmen and the community. As ambassadors, we share 

accurate information, promote transparency, and help prevent the spread of 

misinformation. We serve as a sounding board for the Selectmen, offering community 

perspectives and feedback to support thoughtful decision-making on issues impacting our 

town. Together, we work to strengthen civic engagement and ensure all voices are heard 

in shaping New London’s future. 

 

Mission statement developed by members present: 

 

The New London Citizens Committee is dedicated to fostering open communication 

between the Board of Selectmen and the community. As ambassadors, we share 

information, promote transparency and combat misinformation. 

 

We serve as a sounding board for the Selectmen. We offer a community perspective; we 

support thoughtful decision processes for issues impacting our Town. 

 

We work to strengthen civic engagement, ensuring all voices are heard in shaping New 

London’s future! 
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Citizens Committee Meeting Schedule 

 

Next meeting: September 6, 2025, 7:30AM, Whipple Memorial Hall.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 AM.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kimberly Hallquist 

Town Administrator 


