Citizens Committee Notes
June 4, 2022

Ten members of the Citizens Committee, the Board of Selectmen, the Town
Administrator, Town Clerk and three guests attended the June meeting in Whipple
Hall.

Jackie Christensen, Chair of the Recreation Commission, Putnam Kidder, Director of
the Recreation Department, and Peter Smith from the Outing Club presented on the
recreational opportunities in our community.

The new Mission Statement of the New London Recreation Department:

e Provide safe and well maintained recreational spaces which encourage
healthy lifestyles and appreciation for our beautiful natural
surroundings.

¢ Promote community connection through cross generational and inclusive
recreation and leisure experiences.

e Offer quality programs and activities in a cooperative spirit with
community partners.

Ms. Christensen reviewed the single events which occurred in the Fall Winter and
Spring seasons, including: Candy Drive/Trick or Treating, New London under the
stars with Santa, Winter Carnival with Fireworks, and the Easter Egg Hunt. During
the winter, the ice skating rink continues to be frequented by the community.
During the summer, the priority of the Recreation Department continues to be the
summer beach program. Additionally, there will be collaboration with the Rotary to
hold a “Family Fun Festival” on July 374 on the Town Green.

Peter Smith, representing the Outing Club, spoke about their new indoor space at
the Racquet Club, and the Outing Club’s plans to continue the programs offered
there, as well as offer new activities. He also spoke about the Woodward Park field
improvements, enabled by New London’s $25,848. contribution, and the hiring of a
new Outing Club Director. Mr. Smith reported on issues of vandalism and lack of
clean-up after dog walks at Woodward Park.

The last 45 minutes of the presentation was devoted to the many comments,
questions and suggestions from the audience for both the Recreation Department

and the Outing Club.

Notes prepared by Maureen Prohl, Chair.



