Notes from the Citizens Advisory Committee
March 5, 2022

Seven members of the CAC, three town guests, Kim Hallquist, and the BOS attended
the March meeting in Whipple Hall.

Joy Kubit of the Kearsarge Climate Action group presented valuable information on
the reduction and recycling of plastics in our lives. The CAC learned many facts
about plastic including: plastic is a product of the oil and petrochemical companies;
448+million tons of plastic are manufactured each year and 8 million tons of it are
dumped in the ocean; the US recycles only 9% of the plastic used; and packaging
accounts for more than 1/3 of plastic production yearly.

Joy displayed a number of items that are easily used to reduce reliance on plastic
containers/packaging. CAC members added their ideas such as: reusable cloth
shopping and mesh bags to replace plastic, washable silicone zip lock bags, liquid
laundry pods/sheets for dish and clothes washing bypassing plastic containers;
refilling containers rather than buying more plastic; choosing
glass/aluminum/cardboard packaging rather than plastic packaging.

The Rotary Club has been collecting film plastic at the Transfer station since early
December and has been very successful in diverting 515 pounds of plastic bags in 3
months. They have sorted the plastic, assured that it is clean, weighed and brought
the plastic to Hannaford. Then they received credit for the diverted plastic weight,
which will be exchanged for a plastic bench to be given to the Town.

Maureen Prohl updated the CAC on composting in New London. She referred to data
gathered from the Planning Board and the Community Forum questionnaires to
evidence community support for collection of food scraps in New London. It was the
sense of the group that at this time, the community itself and farms in our
community are not ready to begin composting. The collection of food scraps is still
open to discussion, especially for those members of congregate living communities
(Seasons, Hilltop, Highland Ridge, Lyon Brook and the New London Place) who
cannot engage in backyard composting. The suggestion was made to develop a
database to determine what amount of weight is diverted from the waste stream by
current backyard composters. DES has recently revised the Composting Rules,
making it easier for composting to take place in our state.

Kim Hallquist reviewed the three types of committees/commissions in the Town: 1)
Committees which are governed by state statute (Budget, Housing,
Planning/Zoning) 2) committees that are created by the BOS for a specific purpose
and not by state statute, whose members are appointed by the BOS, (CAC, Energy,



Building and Facilities); and 3) volunteer committees in town like KCA and Rotary,
whose members are not appointed by the Town and do not work under the rules
required of town committees (ie: Right to Know Law, public meetings, meeting
minutes).

The CAC then had a discussion about the role of the CAC and how it has evolved
since it first met in 1991 as the Business Advisory Committee which then became
the Advisory Committee and finally, in 2002, it became the Citizens Advisory
Committee that we know today. Originally, the BOS presented topics and the CAC
asked questions, and made comments/suggestions. The CAC was suspended in
2017, but brought back in 2019. In the last 3 years, the meeting format has changed
such that a single citizen plans, organizes and chairs the meeting based on input
from the citizens. The role of the CAC has become a way to inform the citizenry
about the town, to disseminate information and encourage the BOS and each other
to progress in certain directions. One suggestion was to remove the word “Advisory”
from the title since it may serve to limit the scope of the group’s mission.

Respectfully submitted,

Maureen Prohl, Chair



