TOWN OF
NEW LONDON, NEwW HAMPSHIRE

375 MAIN STREET * NEW LONDON, NH 03257 « WWW.NL-NH.COM

DRAFT

ENERGY COMMITTEE — MEETING MINUTES

Date of Meeting: Wednesday, July 2, 2025, 7:00 p.m., Kearsarge Professional Development
Center

Committee Members Present: Jamie Hess, Lisa Hess, Robin Rainie-Lobacz, Tim Paradis,
Viggo Fish

Committee Members Absent: David Paradis, Peter Vedova

Committee Alternates Present: John Ellis, Meredith Smith

Guests Present: Eddie Beuerlein

Meeting called to order by Jamie at 7:05 p.m.

Brief description of matters discussed and votes taken (if any):

1. Approval of April and May meeting minutes: Approval was tabled pending receipt of draft

minutes.

2. Community Power Coalition of New Hampshire (CPCNH) Rate Changes: Community
Power has announced a 30% rate increase, versus Eversource’s 20% increase. The new rates
will be in effect August 1, 2025 through January 31, 2026.

e Eversource: 8.9¢ — 11.2¢ per kWh
e Community Power: 9.7¢ — 13.4¢ per kWh
o For an average residential customer using 600 kWh/month, this will translate into a

monthly bill increase of $40 to $50. The differential between providers will be $20/month.

Jamie proposed a motion to recommend to the Selectmen that we switch our municipal electric

accounts from CPCNH to Eversource starting August 1, 2025, with a further review in
January, 2026. The motion was approved unanimously.

Jamie will offer to write an article for Municipal Matters to inform New London residents
about the impact on their electric bills. The article will explain CPCNH’s rate hike vs. that of

Eversource, offer advice on how to switch between one supplier and another, and mention the

intangible benefits of staying with CPCNH. We will plan to publish periodic updates in the
Intertown Record as well as Municipal Matters.


http://www.nl-nh.com/

3. Poverty Plains Solar Project: The project agreement has been executed by the Town.
Poverty Plains will not only help the Town meet its renewable energy goals established in
2018; it is also expected to generate $4,000 to $5,000 in annual savings through group net
metering. Project location is along the northeast side of I-89 between Exits 7 and 8 in Warner.
The Committee discussed organizing a field trip to the site.

4. Fire Station Solar Project:

e Granite State Solar (GSS) has modified its Terms and Conditions to make them acceptable
to the Town.

e Viggo will ask GSS to resend the contract to Town Administrator Ashley Seybold for her
signature.

e As soon as the contract is signed, the work can begin.

e We will have only 48 hours to inspect the solar array post-installation to see if there is any
damage to the building. It was suggested that Matt from Public Works could perform the
inspection.

e This is the first time that the Town will own its own solar panels.

5. Federal Policy Impact Discussion: Committee members voiced major concerns about

pending federal legislation.

e Could eliminate renewable industry incentives. Estimated 2 million jobs at risk.

e All regional utility-scale solar projects have been canceled.

e Solar/wind project costs are projected to increase by 30%.

e Tax credit implications:

e Residential credits are likely to continue short-term. Projects not yet operational may lose

ITC benefits.
e Direct pay option for municipalities is uncertain.

6. Topics for August Meeting:
e Direct pay rebate on solar installation on Fire Station.
e Updating of Energy Committee’s online presence (Town website and Facebook page).
e Articles to be published about the Fire Station solar project, both before and after
installation takes place.
¢ Installing a solar array at another town facility to make use of Capital Reserve funding
before the federal tax credit expires and the price of solar goes even higher.

7. Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, August 6, 2025, 7:00pm, Kearsarge Professional
Development Center.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm by unanimous consent.



Respectfully submitted,
Meredith Smith

All Town of New London public meetings are accessible for persons with disabilities. Reasonable efforts will be
made to accommodate persons with physical, emotional or sensory disabilities. Any person who believes he or she
may be unable to participate in a Town of New London public meeting should contact the Town at least 48 hours in
advance of the meeting. Please contact the Town Office at 526-4821, ext. 242.



