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ENERGY COMMITTEE — MEETING MINUTES

Date of Meeting: Wednesday, February 5, 2025, 5:30 p.m., Kearsarge Professional Development

Center

Committee Members Present: Jamie Hess, Lisa Hess, David Paradis, Viggo Fish, John Ellis

Committee Members Absent: Peter Vedova, Robin Rainie-Lobacz, Tim Paradis

Meeting called to order by Jamie at 5:35 PM.

Brief description of matters discussed and votes taken (if any):

1. Approval of January minutes: Deferred to March meeting.

2. New London Community Power Update:

a.

Jamie provided brief update of recent developments involving the Community Power
Coalition of New Hampshire (CPCNH). CPCNH recently experienced financial losses that
has forced it to purchase power at a higher price than previously forecasted. CPCNH will
institute an emergency rate hike to take effect in March. CPCNH’s March through July
rates will be slightly higher than Eversource’s default rate.

The increase in rates will result in a modest temporary increase in costs for the Town
compared to the Eversource default rate. The Committee recognized that the Town has
already realized significantly more savings than it is expected to lose by remaining a
CPCNH customer. The Committee discussed that there is value in remaining a CPCNH
customer despite the temporary rate increase. The Committee agreed to recommend that
the Town remain on CPCNH service, rather than rate switching, since the rate difference is
minimal.

The Committee also agreed that there was good reason to continue to support Community
Power, recognizing that losing customers may worsen the financial condition of CPCNH,
which would be to the detriment of the participating cities and towns.

d. Jamie to present Committee recommendations to Board of Selectmen at next meeting.

3. Municipal Solar Update:

a. Jamie explained that the Selectboard seemed favorable to installing solar on the Stump
Dump property. Action items: Get an updated quote from Granite State Solar, and
contact Eversource regarding interconnection.

b. Jamie informed the Committee that New London has not been selected by the NHDOE
Municipal Solar Grant Program.


http://www.nl-nh.com/

c. The Committee discussed options for financing a new solar array, with the
understanding that using the Capital Reserve Fund could deplete the fund entirely.

d. Committee recommends appropriating capital reserve funds to Stump Dump project.
e. Jamie and John will visit the Water Precinct to assess interconnection needs.

4. Other Business — None.

5. John moved to adjourn. David seconded. The Committee unanimously voted to adjourn.

6. Meeting adjourned at 6:40PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Viggo Fish
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